94           FAITHS, FAIRS, AND FESTIVALS.
In the Kanara .district in the south of India
serpent-worship is much practised, and at many
temples consecrated snakes are reared by the
pandarams and fed daily at the expense of the
worshippers; women especially perform ceremonies
in their honour.
The Nagas, or serpent-genii of the Rajputs,
have a semi-human structure.
There is a sculptured column in a cave temple
in the south of India on which is a representation
of the first human pair at the foot of a fruit tree and
a serpent, entwined among the heavily laden boughs,
is presenting to them some of the fruit from his
mouth. There is a tradition of the Jains which
asserts that the human species were created in
pairs called Joogal, who fed of the ever-fructifying
Calpa-vriksha, which possesses all the characteristics
of the " Tree of Life."
On the occasion of the Naga Panchami plants
are strewn about the threshold to prevent the
entrance of reptiles, and they are regarded, by some,
more as demons, who have to be propitiated, than
as gods ; indeed we read that Vishnu is attended by
an eagle named Garuda which acts as a protector
against them.
Pethuri, or Pracha Amawasya. This festival is
held on the new moon of Sawan in honour of the
64 Yogini, or female attendants of the goddess Durga.
It is chiefly observed by women who have lost infant
children, but men also engage in the holiday and
purchase sweetmeats and toys for children.